Ovarian masses in postmenopausal women.
In an attempt to evaluate the significance of malignant tumors in postmenopausal women, we reviewed the charts of 380 postmenopausal women over 50 years of age, operated on in our department for adnexal masses, from January 1st 1980 to December 31st, 1989. Two hundred and ninety-seven benign (78.2%) and 83 malignant (21.8%) tumors were found. In our group of patients the rate of malignancies increases significantly with the size of the lesion. Of the malignant tumors 25.1% were in the age group 50-60 years, 16.3% in the age group 60-80 years and 58.6%, a fourfold increase in the rate of malignancies, in the over 80 age group. Although surgery might pose problems in older patients, we conclude, on the basis of our experience, that surgical treatment should be considered for all adnexal masses in postmenopausal women.